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the House version of this bill, and we are 
proud to see this simple but very important 
piece of legislation pass. 

Disasters strike every year in every corner 
of America. Hurricanes on the Gulf Coast and 
Eastern Seaboard, ice storms in the Midwest 
and plains states, wild fires in the West, tor-
nados through our Nation’s heartlands and 
flooding in Texas, the Carolinas, and else-
where. 

During a disaster, local public radio stations 
play an essential role in delivering information 
about response efforts, local relief supplies, 
evacuation orders and emergency routes, 
where to find food, shelter and fuel as well as 
on-the-ground, at-the-scene reporting to help 
affected communities understand and re-
spond. 

Approximately 98 percent of the American 
population has access to a public radio or TV 
signal. Current federal emergency response 
and relief statutes are ambiguous on whether 
local public broadcasting stations are eligible 
for emergency financial assistance when dam-
aged by storms and other disasters. This leg-
islation amends the Stafford Act to make clear 
that local public radio and broadcasting sta-
tions are eligible recipients of disaster relief. 
The Emergency Information Improvement Act 
brings greater stability to the availability of crit-
ical information during times of crisis. 

Its passage by Congress will significantly 
boost our efforts to ensure that all Americans 
have the information they need when they 
need it during occurrences of natural and 
man-made disasters. It will guarantee that lo-
cally licensed stations are eligible for federal 
disaster relief funding in the event their facili-
ties are impacted by a disaster. 

I want to personally thank my colleagues in 
the Senate, Senators TED CRUZ and CORY 
BOOKER, for introducing companion legislation 
in the Senate and for their hard work in seeing 
this important piece of legislation pass their 
chamber. 

b 0945 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
COSTELLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 1090. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

FURTHER CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 
78) making further continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2016, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The text of the joint resolution is as 
follows: 

H.J. RES. 78 
Resolved by the Senate and the House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2016 (Public Law 114–53) is 
further amended by striking the date speci-
fied in section 106(3) and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 22, 2015’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. LOWEY) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the con-
sideration of H.J. Res. 78. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to present 
H.J. Res. 78, a short-term continuing 
resolution that will fund the govern-
ment through December 22. 

This morning, we posted a full-year 
omnibus funding bill. The bill will re-
sponsibly fund the government for the 
remainder of fiscal 2016 year at the 
level set by the Bipartisan Budget Act 
passed in October. We are set to con-
sider it later this week. 

However, our current funding mecha-
nism expires today at midnight. To 
allow for enough time to read and proc-
ess this legislation, it is necessary at 
this point that we pass another con-
tinuing resolution to keep the lights on 
in our government. 

The legislation we have before us 
today simply extends current levels of 
funding for critical government pro-
grams and services for 6 additional 
days through next Tuesday. It is very 
short and limited in scope, buying us 
enough time to shepherd the omnibus 
through to enactment and then for the 
bill to be enrolled, sent to the Presi-
dent, and signed into law. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill, to give us the time to con-
sider the full appropriations package, 
and bring the fiscal year 2016 appro-
priations process to a close. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
For the second time in a week, I rise 

in half-hearted support for the con-
tinuing resolution before us. This is 
the third time the Republican majority 
has brought us to the brink of a shut-
down in just the past 11 weeks. It has 
been over 21⁄2 months since we passed a 
bipartisan 2-year budget agreement 
that set guidelines for appropriations. 
We should have final bills signed into 
law by now. There are no excuses for 
these constant delays. 

Unfortunately, Republicans’ insist-
ence on including dangerous, harmful 

policies in spending bills that would re-
strict women’s reproductive health de-
cisions, harm the environment, and 
roll back consumer protections, just to 
name a few, delayed the ability of Con-
gress to come to a fair, bipartisan 
agreement on time. 

However, we did know throughout 
this process that Republicans would 
need Democratic votes to pass the om-
nibus. That is why I am pleased to say 
we were able to get rid of more than 150 
poison pill riders, including those re-
lated to women’s health, labor, such as 
efforts to block the fiduciary rule and 
the joint employer rule, consumer fi-
nancial protection, clean air and 
water—all gone. However, I was dis-
appointed we were unable to reverse a 
19-year-old prohibition on Federal 
funding for the research of gun vio-
lence. 

The budget agreement enacted in No-
vember provided additional funding, al-
lowing us to make critical invest-
ments, reflecting Democratic values. 
There are some large increases to the 
National Institutes of Health and the 
Army Corps of Engineers, for example, 
Head Start, energy research, COPS hir-
ing, nutrition funding, and so much 
more. We also prevented further cuts 
to the EPA and other agencies rou-
tinely targeted by Republicans. I am 
disappointed that the omnibus does not 
deal adequately with Puerto Rico’s cri-
sis. It does carry the 9/11 health and 
compensation fund. The omnibus car-
ries some tax matters, including the 
Cadillac tax and solar and wind tax 
credits. 

In all, the package is a mixed bag. 
Each Member will have to read the de-
tails for him- or herself. 

While I will vote to keep the govern-
ment open today, Mr. Speaker, the 
American people deserve a Congress 
that does its job on time and puts the 
interests of hardworking families 
ahead of special interests. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
ROGERS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the joint resolution, H.J. 
Res. 78. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the joint res-
olution was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Concurring in the Senate amendment 
to H.R. 2820, by the yeas and nays; 
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